Sear “rt, 10/3/72 

When X phoned you yesterday an liour of a aoetinj renuiried. Jhat alio aid have tiirowa you 
into drivxii-hoae tine out there, a pareoowu quo of lieavi«r than usual prvocc upaixon. for you* 

I*d called ay auotlier iiiopporfcuno tine after getting and re&uing "fha id 5 World” do. 3 , 1 j 72 
(winch doesn’t aay how recent and doesn't contain an address). four concluding co.u*iiit was 
a question, "how n;»ut a hot-latter" fro-i ne. 

Generally 1 have earned ry reputation for . uch lattera. What seuas to lu-vo been loot 
upon tlwss to idm I've sent cop5.es in that whether ny julgusient was in any case correct, 
each was designed for a purpose that, at the tine, I felt had a prospect of ixsirig accoapliolisd. 
Soesd .uiy well have ben doudnated by a pas -ion like anger, but for too noct port I hilieve 
1 was faiHy often ri^it in feeling tlsat a moderate letter would bo ijpaoivid* .rxmg these 
are a sex-ion to aP s-onageoeat at the tine of the Gevsox^body pieces. If 1 do not and can’t 
take credit for tiav®er*s subsequent supetior in the **ing case, he and i'*oody both attended 
a dlC press ctwifcmnce 1 had tm the appearance of Oswald in Orfesans and neither wrote 
a nasty report® If ither, to the beat of ny teoviedgey ever wrote a nasty tiling on the 
subject jijsroafter, either. AP did haw plsmn for getting that published as a book but 
that also didn’t hupp. n* So, I’m not at all reluctant. 

However, with neither AP nor Bob Johnson do I fed it would do Much if any good. If 
you feel otherwise. I'll agree with you. Because your not- leaves unclear whether you. 
want ; .0 to write the 1 -tter or prepare you, suppose I write sore tiling you can use end if 
. ou want no to write it, please got a sec. to retype on plain paper, with wy return ad ress, 
and send to the addressee you have in ednd in ay name. Or back to imj for no to do it, dating 
it 3-4 days in advance. 

a minor point I can’t take time to check, I an pretty sura the well-known AP correo- 
pondent’a name is Jack Joggl. Johnson consistently oeita tile "a”. He covered the Kill 
when 1 worked there, X think. I know Jack Fincher, latex- with ilarper’n, did. daybe Xoall 
was at Jtate. Aayw, «y, I know bin* Jo, with this enoraous and isntircly unjustified self— 
praise, you mght want to use thin rsinor thing to deflate a bit if I'm right* 

AP *3 supercaution in not new. When I did ratio news we used their vd.ro only. It was 
so ultra-cautious I aired the Uhnndi assascinaticsi in Washington before anyone :.lse. In 
fact, if it interests you to know a bit of ay raciio-news post. I’ll toll you the rout of 
that story, briefly. 1 was a onenaatt news operation, I got to the station bt for.: the 
engineers caul had our own copy ready for signon. fho flash on Giksndi was about 3 Binutes 
before iicv/stine. I’ l just glv-.,n the announcer hid copy when thu boll;; rang, -nd wc had 
one anaouxiecr, doing couho at that early liour. Ho wept when. Iso road say first ful l newscast 
oil it, by the way, and ho road it cold. Jo, how does a onu-r<an nows staff no a job on an 
event aHnost to far away as one can be that winds up in cull the trade prossv Jinple. m 
had an old National HRO aD.~wa.vcs receiver on the top floor. I pitoned LJC and asked the 
fretpicnoies and hours of their newscasts, wrote t. an down, nonitored then all, ait' raised, 
enough hell to intorruot symphonies when the live news warranted it. l*wixt and tween 1 
rewrote stuff • fhorc cane a point whore I had a real go-round with the then chief 

announcer, then t no core, later a "reporter” with Mutual, then with USLt, I think. Charles 
"Warren. **o Jinn t like the quality of the signal that case in from JBJ and dicn* t have its 
quality improved by the ixaparovisod patchcord perhaps 100 feet long that 1 used to reach 
the control rooc/"news M studio, fhe signal was poor but, r-adabXa. ^nd wiiat di>- ho- want to 
cut off? Kehru telling thes people about thsi event within a very short wliilo after it 
hap ; >-netl, a couple of hours, 1 guess. Anyway, the nets ware as sterile as A? and it t'as 
a sinpio natter to air tho best news that day. I don’t rensaber how Ion,; it was after its 
flash that iu* put the? bulletin on the wire. Koto the relevance in Johnson* a whole £.2<e 
structure in hid false plai n to boating UPI when A? liidn't and couldn’t, tirades to tint 
whore herrinan Axith. Why prst= :idV 

Outdated printer-press pr-judico a ; yiinot electronic zieieroportiag is typified by tiio 
seivmtito to winch Job ^oIx-iocki reuprts in his iieretricious Hr foo busy for fears" (i*he *& 

World!} HO. 3, 1972) to nake a m:.iea of false claixdj for credit to xP/ in its covemgo of 
tin JFK ass^ssinatioju 

M fhi» wan the first word in >?ubliaiiablo fora tiiat -ro:dil«nt Kennedy ha; been xhot.” 
fho eaxphasLs add-rosses the prejudice. It undorlinos what amounts to deliberate l. y? 



Joiiai’on. tructures nis piece to hid© until afto? sinking his false house— organ. cluin 
c-nat bFI realty ooat aP with the news* no u non this space to Eonufacturo a fiction, the 
"publishable" nonsense, 
i/hat 


ioes h ■ -noon by "publishable**? Oily the utterly unreal, that there was a pope 
v?ith 'type-setting aulateaatic froa iP*s wire mid then just dosing at 12:39 CUV. 

.uiuio anu i'V are not "pi b li-hera" of the news? Of course tlioy are, except t the 
hidebound who are locked »! 


n.-o Xivszr o n pasts and prejudices, host people, for butt r 
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ior worse, get wi*-.ir now that way, as tl»y did in 1963 &.-xi 

on miat im&aous Joveabor day when other r porters aid bang-up jobs and we pt as they did, 
^o, is there anyone capable of reading the nows who ooulda* t &d lib thu few rinsing 


words in b?X»s ..-tocoato flash? Or any aewscan who couldn't 
did, before nP's w|r© case alive? 

Johnson doesa t uvea contest t’mt dPI’s wire had "publishafal©" copy in liffe e S“?i:'ition 
five sinutea before a t«ard asgsgECdc froa AP. It said all that coidd then be 


nave 


LTea, as 


sure nany 


responaxoility, that diets had been fired at the i^isidsnt. It’s later flash, tied the 
SJiSo ranute an A?*s first, says what AI J the.: didn't, tha . the President was "seriously 
wounded*', adiiing "perhaps fatally", bo, where is this big scoop Jolmoon dales? 


there 


r-.-H 


rs no justifying the late I-crriirux Ifciths conduct in vioiati 


xt^ng all pool 


ix..cs to tiuke xt iijpoH:ible tor the others to file arytiiing on that ratipliono (AP 
wasn’t the only victim), why prertnd that it was possibl e to bent bin? hliafc is the need? 

Is iv not butt- .r, really, to use all these futile words in an. effort to see that txiere is 
never agrin such a violation of all ethics rather than in vainglory? 

XMs childish ego drives “ohnson to outright lies or confession of ignorance of the 
scorer ho, personally, was responsible for at AP. u e also daisi: to have. wade a later 
investigation, widch mkea the error, lie or ego, lean excusable, Be sl$i of Iko Altgoa's 
pictures, ’’Vheae were- the only profesoio-ml pictures aade at the ocane.1! 

uiiO tii.jiiv postulate tnat xirot— rate youmiilisei lay in getting those iiif:.iiit--.ly s ox*o 
signifies sit pictures not tcdion by "professionals* , Shore were aany, 

fli: ; will undoubtedly be news to iwC, MFE.asat Sx locai IV stations, tb., local papers 
-and otuers iso undoubtedly consider th-.ir fhotagiviphers ’’professional" , 

iOid, 

flio sad tkruth is that Bureau Chief -ohruson of the inordinate ego doesn’t know how :-any 
pictures his utm mdo. It is ;:er.j xauterstitndahlo that, when he turned Mr. film in, t’nc 
plu>to*;raphar Mjaself forgot, where were xany nore than the three to which Altgeno tor, ti- 
lled before the Warren dodrtLssioaa, ti» error TOpoated by "ohmwnx, 

.01 this vaunting hides the "urx^fesfxLcmaiifxi" of AP’s losing the rxost important of 
Mtgonr; negatives. It took a year of LnyJ prodding (by Harold w-.isberg) before they actually 
located ti ^,aM glnal negtitive, kids is one way of preserving ixistoric jourrudisa! 

iU> nora thaii report what it was told by official purees, cases do not com 
readily to Mad, That it performed its day-to-day work coupetently tiould hardly seen to 
bo the occasion for ouch < .-go-indulgence. Bepocially when so vany of tlxe world's best 
reporters were in Balias ami did -do good work, did do what AP did not. 
x hJ.s is not a panegyric to UPI L whose sorvico we usej. herrix 


managed 
laracter flaw, ho 
Ltaor coKnittec's 


ohaaon end - f. 


to snaffle the r ?Histor with an exotic coabinatioa of factual error ax 
proud reporter can praise or condone Snith's work or behavior or the j 
judgenmt, % point is not partisan. It is professional. With fsdth as with 
une doesri t xoot revel in the nininal perforaance of Ms "professional” task, 

fmt, how ver, is not restricted to the alleged subject of Johnson’ . piece. It includes 
this .-elf-adulation, which has its own share of error. For ezanple: 

i_ j-aok Beall’s asm is aisspelled every one of the inany tines it is ne-ntionod.j 
_ "Oswald was quickly started to ParklcM jliospital j . " Folse. Ik lay there bleeding to 
do:ath while an aBbulaxice was ooMng althoufjh there were police cars <xi the coot. .... could 
ijav ® 5 ** a * a ‘fe th*. hospital by thn tine the aKbulanco got there. On© doctor testified, it 
would navcaado no diffMauace, that Oswald would have died had ho been shot in the erorg.nay 
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rocn. To no grossly rdarvprenont tiiat "Oswald was quickly started" is bad reporting at 
best, coutenporanoous or e:c posts facto. 'Ihua Johnson boasts of the ccaitoaportaicous 
r porting over whicf-. he presided tent lie ml his people ware "imarsed" in v-iut lie den 
cribes as "the ceaseless cheeking and pursuit o,‘ detail." -nd they were represented o.i 
spot. 

otraw men he lias, i&feji^ih pretense that thoro was "concern about the i^rciddeat* s 
visit because iiilias was a racist city." ho such thing, as he know and knows. *t was the 
extrosists partly reported by hiia only and tiiat nine- years later. They did plan a ruckus, 
it was known she police, who had xnx'ilt rated, there ware arrests. In fact, there were 

aaEioast rations, too. concern. was over the attack on acini Jtovosson, not ajds 
unalleged "racisia 1 '. 


for 


th traditions 
pvo turnout. fi, 


roi 


of 


arc so 


^ciicior OV01 


silO: 1:: D 


to Johnson an-.; tuo wire ~-.rr 
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.of iyoloyL.it 


loctronxe uouia* Jormton 


cones apologist xor -She i~ovc.cn 


facile and untrue attor.pt to pretend that 


.trout x 


•J* 


correspondents presoiv 


Bill ras 

, j- 


VQUiU — O 

and I t'tiii: 


e been tha- belief there hau be- a a conspiracy, which he acids with another 
t not urddLad or -aifair to day unscrupulous attach on ITFI. Thixi graph reuao# 

Tlior© wore o flier runors that flourished after the assassination, oainly that tliero 
was nor..: than one i-unuaa. Fron our in^-stL^tiono at the tine, wo concluded that ssany 
of these rumors wore started by foreign reporters unable to believe that an assasuL nation 
could, result fron anything of i-or than a politi-.al plot in the haroocan tradition .. - coutributlfir 
factor .coqld have been a UTI roxxjrt that * tiiroo gunshots of fire, apparently fron 


\«rt 


1 1 f» 


auto-. :^tic 


weapons, ■..on;. 

There in one thing completely professional about this graplis its dirtiness. I have 
ad.- ,-.d emphasis to ilxistrate uhat should have been obvicua to whoever edited this cheap 
pu*.i for Af - of the kin- th t shoulu turn, off its younger staffers. 

’iXjfVrr 7 ip.r*p» y*A”v" ^rnr-rty*.:** T*;.i ~7 or*'. vw.rvivf**' *>** ** ‘ ‘ ‘ 
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every report# 
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. emcivo as antyiiigg xn tno everyday 
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py wore La. edi .ate, numerous an conpletoiy vali< 


ioy were not "after the as. - 


kited by 1:1k; 
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Viarron ^oiirlsulon prove without posoibiii^-- 
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so 


implore xts o.: 2 i evidence 


o tiior 


or, cut tuxs ^3 its evxaouee* 
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Lasted by Johnson's 


Tlie kind of "L-vestigatioii" AL> Dallas conducted is in port ill 

.nuing ignorance about the number of pictures of which ho brags, ta ken by hi.:, own nan. 
Johnson or myone also at --- ever investigated one of these pictures alone, they have 


ixih-. floor wL h ow 
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fo,d tlm fhl he was not. ho witness ever placed him there, so there 1 - at least reasonable 
aoubt if one is not an official apologist pretending to be a dispassionate r.. porter. 

Fast of the eyewitnesses said allots caae fro a otiscr tisan the- oi;cfr>-floor window. 

-*•- eyew_f.i-.ysos aro not to oo bduavod, th.-u tnerc xs no contrary version, cither. There 
were witnesses who said they saw ShsodoiS the fatal allot striicc from tins front, th:.- acre 
reasonable of the possible intorprotations of tile existing "unprox'essional 0 file, that is 
in tils: official ovidonce. It is not a "rumor" that shots cane fron tJu; front. It is an 
oiiidal ri-no. u -.hey cU*-. - -o . • - or- ^lian o: ■- o ::i c y d-r. tiici: :oc soy ono or no re die. the 
official investii^ation was deficient in not ad-iroosia ; ; thi s ana sue. ru Gain; the evidence 
contrary to the official proconception. Johnoan ct al could not iiave conducted any 
1 nvea-sigation* , wit} 50 tit finding quite a feu such witnesses. 

"Foreign r. ;• p-.. -raters " did not and could not have "started” those "rucora". It is 
a deliberate and gross defamation to say or infer it. flic Secret Service itself said the 
sane tiling, enn this included tho "autosatic weapons". The inventory of local TV footage 
that is in tiu; Conisslon's files, prepareft by tiki bccret Jervicc itself, contains this. 

The very report with which the iaprudor filn was s-.nt to Washington the night of ti;..- as. assi- 
nntion quotes Daprudor, who was standing right there, as saying tlx- allot cane free* tn vest , 
not the -.iast* le-iardless of wher- it or any allots did or did not cone fron, this is vile 
writing and a sharsoi’Ul attack on our foreign bn.thren. 

It 1 coepunded by the- provLicialina that retc-nd:; tide is not a country of violonce 
but nuxtjpean ou.;s are. Political assassination, arc ana. ’ 
there or in any other pretandedly civilised nation, She 


hocn sior:;- can. on Item tliart 
noit,> spoctacular orses of subsequent 


yen; 


wj have gone unnotea by Johnson. 

-ron Jo:rission says tliero v<-eee three shots, host people say aore. do vhore is 



at fault In reporting t 
fined upon by the Warron boa dsuion? 
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absolute ainiaun number of sliots, identical with tlx number 
-’erhaps »>ohiiGan has seised upon ti 


is carsful^ to <iuoto inca .iUtoly, x*ot giving ti-:. source. 


ci. one* dupjxise that source van the Jocret ukirvice. 


word "aUiiburats” 
r irar 


COt 


A it* v-C-U 


use cao aoscn:>p.on "autooatic weapons , as did virtually all experienced hunters 
scone* -oui.u. this, then, be a le^tixjato criticise of UP 1 ? 

--nd if iz woro an scots unfortunate accident au 

it worse that Johnson- personal Journalistic failin'; of Td^Ich he” too *-" so ov ^oi^ l 

^?«« 5 ontation of what «ltpns really saw. ill *ohnoou out in hi a bulletin 
"~T“V • nonnay was snot”. ids nature Journalistic judgorsurt pave nuch. nor© 

r “ ‘" s * ^•^e^ayJ.eged notions yii ascugutoly described bv "ohason De-^onnl^-) and 

xmt aadJttlicent tribute to perceptive jounialisn, her alleged ksnSs •caGSttST^no!* 


acre we have 
a bulletin of two 
in. noumiilisa. 


. put 

-P 


to- 7 'ther, that "Oh, no!" as port of so truly 
dor-on words only. That is the vorld^diakcr or 




.on 


wot what . .lt/rons saw and reported aeiag, the horrifying spray of tho Pcrsident*' 


yecy 


brains^ in all directions and over a considerable area. 

. J*° freedd-nt was only "shot" when an A P .an saw his brains enploue so sickeadin-ly? 

'ft' c^^sed and ridiculed for saying at th-.. kne instant uor,. than 
A! ' -- a - ^uir.aui- said, "Kennedy seriously perhaps fatally" wounded? 

^ Jonnson V&H tnan "-°° % for fears", it is not too late now! 

_ iS fitting to weep over such reporting of one of tic great stories of all 

“ Ee * ~ t X 3 jf ro mtln « to weo ? ovor dt «o« that to gloat about inconpetonco sained 
Oi> aa superior perforsoanee. 

. ~t is disgraceful than nine yearn after the fact, uitiiout tho tefe grossest 
^inco^pewenco^ proven without doubt, that any reporter who liveu tlirough that tr, ' 
aOiiiu cvx s reuse another, cfj. or unna&ed "foreign"® 

t‘"f_ 13 if published it uncritically in / y --o ther di£ 

aoaason nas r ached wie t o vef-ihlnciplo position in the ,i 5 *s hierarchs’-, 
n-porcc editor, fils is not deprecatiai of speortswrlters, who also servo [ ua/luivo a ir 
o .-n. re.;poctod mid respectable roles in our craft. One- would think that soae licrc; in all 

M v * ier0 hes a pro sportowri ter who could have filled t-hia r -ilo+- i-p *-m ■■ ^ .. i_ 

of -profooaonou^', is „ ros ult ho kill 

^orK -;iuu has present isanagerial post. 

, n Ma ^ al2 ^ a l^tforuEaco nor tils despicable a .tad; on ovcryffira^Kere not 

untiisguised apology for officialdou) justify his promotion. 

, . raui it '/ u> Ilad imd * a prejudiced view of electronic rooerting and tlu si of 
uutlier ‘ co it cou and *' 3 tlum Johnson reflects, it ou 
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if or accounts 


^s, i’ve been interrupted a half-dosen tines i n the nore than 24 hours it 
no to typo this* i la? pc- you can understand iron it tint i haven’t now tino to re:-, 
oorreb-c it without delaying it longer. I hold a carbon, bo wluat you will or ‘ask rw- t 
wuatever you'd lil3 cjc to. 
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n_e ago fill (V; of Kid-’IC tvt facifica asked ue 
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• ^in, i. r-jg&it - 1 o j — owed in .ouiatoly after faul 
( __ , ^ , n * A Id.s i-fposed serious reatraiitfes upon ;:. 

!'° ,. uo . Cfiroi :ji not^to^ap>o£ir’~to attack or criticize either. 1 Iiave rea;. her 
in - oco ?irUl 13 farout - 1 kliOW --sessner wrote tiiat "olnaon screwed J 


uo 

to 


do oor.u thing on it by plvwie, 
l-ae JrussGl, whoa.; words I o 
v.n,; ^ -'-vroful no-! 

realist &- QG0 -v is farout. x iSiow that --eessner wrote tiiat 

baci».-;-und on tlx- plane, a v tucsoao joke tiait sons people actuall ' believed. is dedicated 
k l - a, '-- u ’- i3 » ;u " 0<laii Z ;io ~ fvo to conclusions slxo tluai believes to .x 

It; ^T a f^f a .d aCt f 9 it you know ^Oik anu lie wants to go further, if it is not 

a. - -- —■ -tl» - iiO special xj uteres t in xt* nut j. iu>ve uix. Ijave r*=ad 


raSiUioz 1 and 
because I 
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fcho 


“ho iiidictcjent 


wui “ can oe a rcniX?nsxolo show, nastily, 


ui oest n.gards. 



